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1. This is a Proposal
This is a proposal for a project. The proposal needs to identify questions you wish to explore. I do not expect you to have answers to these questions at this point.

The proposal is what you intend to pursue, and is subject to approval by me. I also provide suggestions and guidance on your proposals. I make every effort to facilitate project proposals. However, there are requirements that every proposal must meet. These requirements are explained in detail below.

The proposal is designed to create a path and goals for you to follow throughout the rest of the semester. It is possible for you to modify your path or goals as you conduct your research and work on your product, as long as you let me know and we discuss your proposed modifications.


2. Single Proposal for Every Project
I need to receive one proposal for each project. If you choose to work in a group, that means one proposal for the project. However, each member of the group must contribute equally to the proposal in accordance with the instructions below.

3. Academic Integrity
Academic integrity requires that you provide sources for all information and ideas that do not come from your own mind. Use footnotes and the McGill Guide for citation format. The McGill Guide is now available digitally through the Humber Library website.

Paraphrasing and quotation are the two methods by which you communicate information and ideas that do not come from your own mind. You must provide footnote references for all paraphrasing and all quotations.

4. Five Components of the Proposal
Each project proposal needs to have five components. For group projects, each group member must contribute equally to the academic resources section. The other components of the proposal must be distributed equally among the group members. The proposal I receive must indicate clearly which student is responsible for which sections of the proposal.
 
1. Introduction
In the Introduction section, you describe and briefly explain the two key themes of the project. The first theme is the access to problem you wish to examine and why you chose to examine this access to justice problem. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The second theme is the potential role(s) for paralegals and the paralegal profession in addressing this access to justice problem. Remember that I do not expect you to have detailed answers to the potential role for paralegals. But I do expect you to identify the questions you wish to explore about the potential role(s) for paralegals and the paralegal profession. Remember also that for some projects, analysis of the access to justice problem will be predominant and analysis of the paralegal role will be secondary; for some projects, analysis of the paralegal role and profession will be predominant and analysis of the access to justice problem will be secondary; and for some projects, analysis of the access to justice problem and the analysis of the paralegal role will be relatively equal.

2. Proposed Academic Resources
In the Proposed Academic Resources section, you provide a brief description of the academic resources you propose to use to establish the theoretical framework for your project and explain why you propose to use each of these resources. Doing this research will help you determine whether other work has been  done that is similar to the project you propose to carry out. You need to acknowledge similar work that has already been done and reference it in your own work. If you find that similar work has already been done, this will also influence how you define the project you wish to propose.

Each project must be grounded in at least three academic resources. Academic resources are generally peer-reviewed journal articles and books; these journals and books are often published by academic publishers. Good databases to use on the Humber Library website to find journal articles are: 

· For legal academic articles: Hein-on-Line, LawSource and Quicklaw.
· For socio-legal academic articles: JSTOR, Project MUSE, Sage Premier, SocINDEX, Social Science Database.

For purposes of the research proposal, I do not expect you to provide a detailed discussion of your proposed academic resources. When you find an article or book that you think you would like to use, you should skim it sufficiently to have a sense of what the article or book covers and why you wish to use it as a resource.  

You may add further academic resources to your project as your research progresses.

3. Proposed Additional Research
In the Proposed Additional Research section, you describe and explain the additional types of research you plan to plan to conduct to obtain the significant portion of the content for your product. The type of research you propose to conduct will depend, to some extent at least, on the nature of the project you propose to undertake and the nature of the product you wish to produce. The only type of research you are not permitted to conduct is research involving human subjects. 

· The types of research that may be relevant to your project can include:
· Academic legal literature
· Academic socio-legal literature
· Academic literature in other disciplines
· Reports prepared by governments, NGOs, professional organizations and associations, etc
· Archival and other historical research
· Newspapers, magazines
· Empirical research not involving human subjects
· Statistical data.

I am happy to consult with you about which research sources may be most relevant for you to research in relation to project you propose to undertake.

4. Proposed Project Format
In the Proposed Project Format section, you describe and explain the type of product you propose to complete and why you proposed this format for your project.. The project format can evolve and can change if you change your mind down the road. But it is important to have an initial plan and goal.

As we have discussed, there is a range of options for the product you produce, including:
· Academic paper
· Discussion paper
· Research report
· Newspaper
· Policy manual
· Procedures manual
· Public legal education materials
· Pod-cast
· Video
· Website, etc.
5. Proposed Workplan
In the Proposed Workplan section you provide an updatable workplan, including deadlines. Do not worry if you need to make adjustments to the workplan as the work proceeds. Workplans are guides and often need to be modified as work progresses. What is important is to establish a working guide and modify as needed as the work progresses. This means that your workplan needs to include internal deadlines that can be extended if needed but still allow you to meet the assignment deadlines. 

I am looking for something more than a plan that simply notes the deadlines for different components of the Capstone Project. I am also looking for a description of when and how you plan to conduct the work that will enable you to meet these deadlines.

If you are working in a group, the workplan needs to demonstrate a clear and equal division of labour and responsibilities between or among all group members.



Grading Rubric: (for groups, there will also be a component for the proposal as a whole)
	Component
	Level 5
(85%-99%)
	Level 4
(75%-84%)
	Level 3
(65%-74%)
	Level 2
(55%-64%)
	Level 1
(Below 55%)

	Introduction
(15 marks)
	Topic is innovative, well developed and clearly expressed. Innovative, thoughtful, creative proposal for paralegal role.
	Topic is solid, well developed and clearly expressed. Solid, clearly explained and relevant proposal for paralegal role.
	Topic is satisfactory but covers well-worn ground, is weakly developed and weakly expressed. Reasonable proposal for paralegal role but does not go much beyond what is already well known.
	Topic is poor, under-developed and poorly expressed. Weak proposal for paralegal role.
	No statement of topic.
Little or no proposal for paralegal role. 

	Academic Resources
(20 marks)
	Research is relevant. Relation between proposed project and relevant literature is clear and fully supported. 
	Research is mostly relevant. Relation between proposed project and relevant literature is mostly clear and supported. 
	Research is somewhat relevant. Relation between proposed project and relevant literature is not entirely clear or supported. 
	Research is weakly relevant. Relation between proposed project and relevant literature is weak or barely existent. 
	Research is not relevant.
No relation between proposed project and relevant literature. 

	Proposed Additional Research 
(15 marks)
	Proposed research to develop the project is relevant, complex, varied and comprehensive. 
	Proposed research to develop the project is mostly relevant, with significant complexity, variety and comprehensiveness. 
	Proposed research to develop the project is somewhat relevant, with some complexity, variety and comprehensiveness. 
	Proposed research to develop the project is weakly relevant with little complexity, variety and comprehensiveness. 
	Proposed research to develop the project has little or no relevance, complexity, variety and comprehensiveness. 

	Proposed Product
(15 marks)
	Clear and interesting articulation of a proposed product that is relevant and can make a meaningful contribution to the field. 
	Solid articulation of a proposed product that is relevant and may make a contribution to the field. 
	Reasonable articulation of a proposed product that has some relevance but is not likely to make much contribution to the field. 
	Weak articulation of a proposed product with little relevance and little likelihood of contributing to the field. 
	Little or no articulation of a proposed product with any relevance and any likelihood of making a contribution to the field. 

	Workplan
(15 marks)
	Clear and thorough plan; appropriate internal deadlines with room for adjustment if needed; clear and equal division of labour, if applicable.
	Mostly clear and thorough plan; mostly appropriate internal deadlines; mostly clear and equal division of labour, where applicable.
	Somewhat clear and thorough plan; some appropriate internal deadlines; somewhat clear and equal division of labour, where applicable.
	Mostly unclear and not thorough plan; few if any appropriate internal deadlines; little or no clear and equal division of labour, where applicable.
	No clear plan; no appropriate internal deadlines; no clear and equal division of labour, where applicable.

	Writing 
(20 marks)
	No significant writing errors.
	Few significant writing errors.
	Many significant writing errors.
	Excessive significant writing errors.
	Writing cannot be followed.



